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EP 4 - Resolution adopted by the Federal Committee of JEF Europe meeting in Budapest, 22-24 March 2002

Neither hard Core nor standstill: A JEF position on differentiated integration

The Federal Committee of the Young European Federalists, 

Considering the need, while keeping our idealist credentials, to have a credible voice in the current debate on the future of Europe, 

Convinced, in that respect, of the absolute necessity to have a clear stance on the possibility of federal integration of those countries willing to move forward and implement federalism between them,

States the following:

JEF-Europe (the Young European Federalists)

Recalling its demands for an all-European federal constitution,

Stressing the need for such a constitution to be put in place urgently, in order to ensure smooth, efficient, transparent and democratic decision-making in the European Union to meet the challenge of enlargement,

Refusing to impose federalism on those European peoples who do not accept it,

Refusing at the same time to let to European convoy being stopped or slowed down by its most sceptical members,

Rejects the creation by a small number of countries of a federal core, which would divide Europe further, prevent new Member States to be part of it, call into question the acquis communautaire and create another level of government.

IS CONCERNED about the danger to the unity of the EU posed by a minority number of member states taking initiatives in major policy areas. 

Believes that the Convention set up in Laeken should clearly affirm its constitutional nature, and draft a Constitution for the whole of the enlarged Union, with an elected federal government accountable to the European Parliament, generalised co-decision and transparent decision-making. This project should be adopted by the Convention, even if it does not gather a consensus and is supported only by a majority of its members. 
BELIEVES that in the framework of this all-European Constitution, the Convention should keep open options for setting up a number of competences to be exercised by all those States willing to integrate further. On the one hand, institutional federalism would bring the benefits of democracy and transparency to all. On the other hand, the option of enhanced federalism in the exercise of competences would enable a deepening of the integration of the willing states. Such a constitutional scheme would be acceptable even for those States that fear to lose some of their core competences.

Would welcome the initiative of the countries which showed their commitment to a federal integration of the whole of Europe,

Would NONETHELESS profoundly regret if the most ambitious among the European governments, members of the European and national Parliaments and political leaders – in the European Union and in future Member States – felt they had to take as last resort the painful decision to move forward, without all States joining this initiative, 

Would continue to campaign without respite for all European States to participate in federal integration. 
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